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In light of the 500th anniversary of the Reformation, this
year’s CD dares you to listen to hymns by Martin Luther
and other Lutheran Reformers, Pastors, and poets and
to sing along with Lutheran youth and young adults from
around the country from one of our conference locations.
Visit us at www.higherthings.org/herewestand
for ordering information!
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The mission of Higher Things® is to assist parents, pastors, and congregations in
cultivating a distinctly Lutheran identity among their youth and young adults.
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t might not be October 31 yet, but we’re already in celebration mode!
After all, 2017 marks 500 years since that turning-point day in the
Church when Augustinian monk Martin Luther nailed his 95 Theses
to the church door in Wittenberg, Germany. With the providential
invention of Gutenberg’s printing press, Luther’s grievances and desires
for reform in the Roman Catholic church were spread near and far.
After that pivotal event in 1517, Luther and other Reformers went on
to flesh out those principles of the Reformation that are non-negotiables
when it comes to understanding how God has saved us. Hence, we have
the Solas of the Reformation.
While there are five Solas that emerged: Sola
Gratia (grace alone), Sola Fide (faith alone),
Sola Scriptura (Scripture alone), Solus
Christus (Christ alone) and finally, Soli
Deo Gloria (to the glory of God alone),
we have chosen to spotlight four of
them in this bonus digital issue.
Christ alone saves us by Grace alone
through Faith alone as revealed in
Scripture alone.
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Solus Christus: It Is Finished

By Kathy Strauch
Our salvation from beginning to end is in the hands of
the Alpha and the Omega. Kathy reassures us that our
truest comfort as we battle daily against our sin is
Christ and Him crucified and risen, for us!

Sola Gratia:
Christ’s Work Alone

By Rev. Donavon Riley
Grace is often referred to as “unmerited
favor.” While this can be a handy definition
to remember, Rev. Riley uses his entire
article to flesh out the richness of what it
truly means to be saved by grace alone.

8

Sola Fide: Jesus
and Nothing Else

By Rev. Mark Buetow
Rev. Buetow effectively explains that
faith alone isn’t really about OUR
faith. The emphasis is upon in
WHOM we have our faith: Jesus
and His work for us.

10 Sola Scriptura:
All About Jesus

By Rev. Aaron Fenker
In the same way that Martin Luther
said, “Here I stand,” we can be confident
in the Scriptures and the ultimate message
they communicate: here is Jesus and this is
what He has done…for YOU!
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Solus Christus

It Is
By Kathy Strauch

“Your heart is assailed by unbelief, and you
doubt that you can be saved; for you know
that you are a sinner…do not let it bother
you that you are a sinner.” —Martin Luther

M

artin Luther was a man who was
deeply troubled by his sin. Day
after day he was haunted by
the guilt of his transgressions. His sins
taunted him. All of his efforts to save
himself through good works, confession,
and repentance were in vain. Nothing he
did brought him comfort. So how could
Luther write something like that?
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Luther knew he was unrighteous, as the Scriptures
say very clearly, “the wages of sin is death” (Romans
6:23) and “You therefore must be perfect, as your
heavenly Father is perfect” (Matthew 5:48).
So then, how can we say it should not bother us that
we are sinners? When your heart is troubled by your own
sin and unbelief, when Satan reminds you of your sins,
where do you turn? To WHOM do you turn? Do not trust
in yourself for your salvation! Look to Christ who stands in
your place. All of our confidence and comfort is found in
Christ alone. When your heart is beaten down by the devil,
the world, and your sinful nature, run to Jesus alone.
Pastor Norman Nagel summarizes the Reformation in this
way, “The Reformation may be described as cleaning out the
human factors that had been intruded into the church and
her message.” The Reformation is about Jesus. The reason
Martin Luther could be so bold as to write, “do not let it
bother you that you are a sinner,” is because he had Jesus.

Luther’s confidence and security was found in Christ alone,
not in himself. Continually and daily, we need to be turned
away from ourselves and brought back to Christ and His gifts.
Reformation is the essence of our daily life as Christians.
Our Old Adam would have us make this reformation
all about us, fixing our eyes on ourselves instead of on
Christ and our neighbor. Thus we end up depending upon
ourselves, our works, our actions, even our motivation to fulfill
the Law—anything but Christ’s work for us. Our conscience
troubles us because we are sinners. We doubt that we can be
saved because we look to ourselves. When you are

Finished
troubled by your sin look to Jesus alone, just as
Luther encourages us:
“Therefore call upon God, take hold of His
Word, and cling to the sacrificial victim Christ, who
has rendered satisfaction for your sins and has
transferred your death to Himself and overcome it;
and do not let it bother you that you are a sinner.
Consider God’s command. He wants you to cling to
His Son and tells you to believe.”
When you are burdened and haunted by your
sins, when doubt threatens you, look to Jesus
because that’s where your sin has been located and
done away with. Christ became your substitute by
becoming your sin in your place. Your sin was laid on
Jesus to be forgiven and forgotten. Jesus endured
the death that you and I deserve. His death is our
death. We are baptized into Christ! Now, “as far as
the east is from the west, so far does he remove our
transgressions from us” (Psalm 103:12).
Although the accuser threatens, he cannot rob
you of the comfort you have been given in Christ. In
the hymn “A Mighty Fortress”, Luther writes, “one little
word shall fell him.” One little word, One powerful
Word, the Word shall undo him. The Word of God,
Christ, was given for you so that Satan cannot have victory
over you. Try as he may, Satan cannot remove the promises
God has made to you. YOU cannot remove the promises God
made to you.
Remember and cling to these promises that God has
made to you. You are baptized into Christ. You have been
forgiven, made a child of God, and have been marked with
the Name of the Triune God. Remember Christ whom you
have received through water and the Word.
Cling to Christ alone who has promised to be with you
always, to the end of the age. (Matthew 28:20). Grab hold of

Christ in the Word where He reminds you of what He has
done and will continue to do for you. Look to the words of
Absolution, for they are Christ’s words to you—to comfort
and assure you of the forgiveness won for you on account of
His death in your place. Run to the Supper where Jesus has
promised to give His Body and His Blood to you in and with
the bread and wine for the forgiveness of all your sins.
Jesus says, “Come to me, all who labor and are heavy
laden, and I will give you rest” (Matthew 11:28). Christ alone
is the rest for our sin-burdened conscience. Our assurance is
found in Jesus for us and in His gifts to us. We rest because
Christ has fulfilled the Law for us, in our place.
When we are burdened and troubled by our sins, when
the accuser roars of our unworthiness, we can sing boldly:
“Sin, disturb my soul no longer: I am baptized into Christ!
I have comfort even stronger: Jesus’ cleansing sacrifice.
Should a guilty conscience seize me,
since my baptism did release me
In a dear forgiving flood, sprinkling me with Jesus’ blood?”
(“God’s Own Child, I Gladly Say It” LSB 594:2)
The good news of the Gospel is that you are safe in Jesus.
You are located in Christ alone and all of His work for you. “It
is finished” (John 19:30). Take Him at His word. You have peace
through the gifts Christ continually gives to you. Do not let it
bother you that you are a sinner, for Christ was the sinner in
your place. You have His righteousness, and no one can take
that away from you.
Kathy Strauch is a member of Faith
Lutheran Church in Troy, Michigan, and
writes for Christ Hold Fast, Coffee by
Gillespie, and The Gospel Economist.
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Sola Gratia

Christ’s Work
By Rev. Donavon Riley

Grace alone.

It was one of the pillars of the Reformation
confession, that we are saved by grace
alone, through faith alone, in Christ alone.
But what does Sola Gratia (grace alone)
mean? Martin Luther, in a sermon on
Titus 3:4-8, summed it up in this way:
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“So he [Paul in Titus 3:5-7] discards all boasted free
will, all human virtue, righteousness, and good works.
He concludes that they are all nothing and are wholly
perverted, however brilliant and worthy they may appear,
and teaches that we must be saved solely by the grace of
God, which is effective for all believers who desire it from a
correct conception of their own ruin and nothingness.”
Salvation, as revealed in Scripture, is wholly one-sided
stuff. It is God’s undeserved, unearned favor. And, as St. Paul
writes, “In Christ we have redemption through his blood,
the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of
his grace” (Ephesians 1:7). And “this is not your own doing;
it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one
may boast” (Ephesians 2:8-9). God, in order to save us from
sin and death, sent His Word to become flesh and blood for
us, that through Jesus we may be redeemed. This unilateral
action is summed up in the little word “grace.”
Grace alone means that no works can inch us closer to
God. Our doing for God has no effect whatsoever on our
salvation, except to drive us further away from God’s freely
given grace in Christ. Instead, we are saved, “by grace alone,
without works or other merit,” as Luther said. But, that also
means that grace is not an idea or a spoonful of syrupy
medicine or an energy. Grace is a synonym for the work of
Christ Jesus for our salvation. To say, “grace alone” is to say,
“Christ Jesus’ work for us alone saves sinners.”
Christ Jesus’ work for us is the work of grace and truth,
as John 1 teaches us. By His unconditional love for His

fallen creation, the Word suffers, dies, and is raised so
that we who are dead in sin may receive forgiveness—
God no longer remembering our sin—and grace at no
cost to us. Therefore, when we say, “by grace alone” we
mean “salvation comes to us by Christ’s righteousness,
not our righteousness; by Christ’s works, not our works;
by Christ’s being our refuge and strength, not by
anything we’ve built with our own hands.”
“By grace alone” also means that “in Christ, God
was reconciling the world to himself, not imputing their
trespasses against them” (2 Corinthians 5:19), just as John
the Baptizer declared when he pointed at Jesus and said,
“Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the
world!” (John 1:29) Because God’s favor comes through
Jesus’ work, apart from all our works, it is for everyone.
But, how does God specifically deliver Christ Jesus to
Christians so that we may be certain of (and comforted by)
the fact that He loves us and delivers us from sin, death,
and hell? First, He does this through His Word of promise.
The Good News of Jesus Christ declares to sinners that they
are unconditionally forgiven and loved by our heavenly
Father for Christ’s sake. Second, He delivers Jesus through
Baptism wherein we are named “child of God.” Third, He
delivers the Body and Blood of Jesus to us in the Sacrament
of the Altar.
It is then when God reveals to us, who are weak, timid,
and anxious about where we stand in relation to our
Creator, that He is not only our Creator but our heavenly
Father. He lovingly demonstrates to us that He is gracious
and kind, and, through the Gospel, He creates faith in us so
we may cling to Christ Jesus, who is for us grace and truth.
No matter where we begin, no matter how we approach
the topic of salvation, for Lutherans it always leads to
“grace alone.” God’s grace, which is nothing more or less
than Jesus crucified for us, comforts and quiets us because
He reveals to us that we are unconditionally loved and
accepted by God for Christ’s sake. Thus, when we confess

Alone
this little word “grace” we
are proclaiming:
“That Jesus Christ, true
God, begotten of the
Father from eternity, and
also true man, born of the
virgin Mary, is my Lord, who
has redeemed me, a lost and
condemned person... not
with gold or silver, but with
his holy, precious blood
and with his innocent
suffering and death...”
(Small Catechism:
The Apostles’ Creed, Second Article).
All of salvation hangs on this little word
then, which is nothing more than to say,
“all salvation hangs on our grace, who is
Jesus the Christ, who is nailed to the cursed
tree so that He may, through His bloody
suffering and death, take away the sin of
the world.” AMEN.
Rev. Donavon Riley is the pastor of
St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church in
Webster, Minnesota. He is also the online
content manager for Higher Things. You
can contact him at elleon713@gmail.com.

DD
II
GG
II
TT
AA
LL
22
00
11
77
__
7 7

Sola Fide

Jesus an

By Rev. Mark Buetow

A
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For by grace you have been saved
through faith, and that not of yourselves;
it is the gift of God, not of works, lest
anyone should boast (Ephesians 2:8-9).

lmost anyone in any religion would
say, “You gotta have faith! You gotta
believe!” But what exactly is faith?
What does it mean to believe? Do you
believe in Jesus? What does it mean to
believe in Him? Why do Lutherans say
“faith alone” like it’s a super important
idea? What does “faith alone” even mean?

nd Nothing Else
Faith is trust. Faith is trusting in something. But when
Lutherans talk about being saved “by faith alone” we don’t
mean we’re saved by the trusting, by the mental act of
believing, or the conscious act of accepting some idea. For
Lutherans, faith always means “the thing that faith trusts
in.” And that means Jesus.
Consider these two statements in answer to the
question, “Are you saved?” One answer is: “Yes, because I
believe in Jesus.” Another answer is “Yes, because Jesus
died and rose for me.” Can you see the difference between
those two answers? The first answer makes the person’s
believing the reason for his salvation. The second answer
says the reason is Jesus and what He has done. When
Lutherans say that we are saved “by faith alone” we mean
the second answer. That is, we mean we are saved because
of Jesus and what He has done for us, and faith is simply
the trust that what Jesus has done saves us.
The reason Lutherans emphasize Sola Fide (“by
faith alone”) is because God’s Word teaches us that the
forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation are given to us as a
gift from God. There is nothing we do to deserve or earn
what Jesus did for us. Likewise, there is nothing we can do
or have to do to receive it. It is given to us and we have it.
Consider this example. Suppose your parents bought
you a new car. They paid the insurance and put the title in
your name. It’s yours! If you didn’t believe it, you wouldn’t
drive it. “Unbelief” would be never to drive it thinking, “It’s
not really mine.” or “It doesn’t really belong to me.” or “The
paperwork is wrong.” or “It’s a prank.”“Faith” would be the
opposite. Faith says, “That’s my car! It belongs to me. It
was a gift. I’m going to drive it around and enjoy it.” What
would be very strange is to say, “That’s my car! I totally
believe my parents did that!” and never to drive it. Do you
really believe that’s your car if you don’t drive it around and
act like you own it?
In a similar way, faith that trusts in Jesus doesn’t talk
about believing in Jesus. It talks about Jesus! It doesn’t go

on and on saying, “I really believe! I have faith! I truly trust
in Jesus!” Rather, faith talks about and speaks of what it
believes in: “Jesus died for me! Jesus rose for me! Jesus
baptized me! Jesus forgives me! Jesus gives me His Body
and Blood!” To put it yet another way, “faith alone” means
faith doesn’t talk about anything other than Jesus. Faith
does NOT say, “Jesus died for me, and I have to believe it.”
or “Jesus is my Savior if I have faith.” or “Jesus forgives me
if I’m sorry enough.” Those statements aren’t “faith alone.”
They are “faith-plus-something-else.”
Faith that trusts in Jesus talks about Jesus. Faith that
trusts in Jesus rejoices in the gift of our Baptism. Faith
that trusts in Jesus declares “Amen!” to the Absolution
our pastor gives us. Faith brings us to the altar to eat and
drink Jesus’ Body and Blood. Faith doesn’t talk about “faith.”
Faith talks about Jesus and receives His gifts. It lives out a
life of good works helping others and being a blessing to
others, not because that somehow makes what Jesus did
legitimate. Rather, the good works we do for others are just
a “symptom” that we trust in Jesus and let Him worry about
our righteousness and standing before God.
When you want to talk with someone about what they
believe, when you want to more clearly confess and state
what it is you believe, then just ask the question: “What do
you believe?” And you can say the very sure and certain
words that the promises of God are yours in Christ. He lived
and died and rose for you. He’s washed you and absolved
and fed you. You are saved by Jesus and what He has done.
Just Him. Just His work for you. Just His gifts for you. Jesus
and nothing else. And now, if anyone ever asks, “Do you
have faith?” you can just answer, “Yep. I’ve got Jesus because
He’s got me.” That’s Sola Fide. That’s “by faith alone.”
Rev. Mark Buetow is the associate pastor of
Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church and School
in McHenry, Illinois. He can be reached at
buetowmt@gmail.com.
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Sola Scriptura

All About
By Rev. Aaron T. Fenker

I delivered to you first of all that which I also received:
that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures,
and that He was buried, and that He rose again the third
day according to the Scriptures. (1 Corinthians 15:3–4)

W

hen it comes to the Solas, Sola
Scriptura is an fundamental
one. After all, it’s in Scripture
that God tells us that we are
saved by grace alone and by faith alone. At
the Diet of Worms Luther said, “Unless I am
convinced by Scripture and plain reason—
I do not accept the authority of the popes
and councils, for they have contradicted
each other—my conscience is captive
to the Word of God. I cannot and I will
not recant anything for to go against
conscience is neither right nor safe.”
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Sola Scriptura (“Scripture alone”) doesn’t mean
that Scripture is the only authority we submit to in
matters of belief and practice, but it is the supreme
authority. As Lutherans, we look to Scripture because
we recognize that authority, not just because that’s
what Luther did. We look to Scripture, because it
explains who Jesus is and what He has done, not
because it tells us that our Lutheran beliefs are
there and everyone else’s are wrong.
This is exactly what St. Paul tells us, especially in 1 Corinthians 15.

Jesus

The Scriptures tell us about Jesus. They tell us that He died
for our sins, that He was buried, and that He rose again from
the dead. This is why God inspired men to write the Holy
Scriptures. He was telling us what Jesus came to do to
save us. And this isn’t just what’s written in the New
Testament either. It’s even in the Old Testament!
The Old Testament is full of Jesus. Jesus says that
the Scriptures of the Old Testament are “they which
testify of Me” (John 5:39). They testify of His coming,
His birth—the promise to Adam and Eve (Genesis
3:15). They testify of His death for the sins of the
world (Isaiah 53, Psalm 22). They even testify of
His resurrection on the third day.
Remember Jonah in the belly
of a fish for three days? That
wasn’t just some punishment
because Jonah resisted Yahweh’s
call to preach repentance to the
Ninevites. As Jesus explains in
Matthew 12:40, it was actually
a sign that pointed to His
resurrection.
All of Scripture points to Jesus.
This is what Paul delivers to the
Corinthians. Paul’s preaching points
to Jesus because that’s what
the Scriptures do. Paul delivers
Jesus’ Supper and Jesus’ Baptism
because Jesus wants those things
delivered to sinners, and we know that
from the Scriptures.
The Scriptures tell you that Jesus died
for you, that He rose from the dead for

you. They tell you that you’ve been baptized into His death.
When you hear the voice of your pastor forgiving your
sins, the Scriptures tell you that you’re really hearing the
voice of Jesus forgiving your sins and opening the gates
of heaven for you. The Scriptures tell you that Jesus gives
you His Body and Blood to eat and drink in His Supper for
the forgiveness of your sins. All these things Jesus does for
you “according to the Scriptures,” that is, as the Scriptures
say He does. Scripture tells you all this, and so we rejoice to
receive Scripture alone.
We certainly can rejoice in the Scriptures. They were
inspired by God, after all. We can rejoice that “holy men
of God spoke as they were moved by the Holy Spirit” (2
Peter 1:21), but it’s more than just that the Scriptures are
inspired, holy, and inerrant. We rejoice in them because
they tell us about Jesus and His saving us. “Of this salvation
the prophets have inquired and searched carefully, who
prophesied of the grace that would come to you, searching
what, or what manner of time, the Spirit of Christ who was
in them was indicating when He testified beforehand the
sufferings of Christ and the glories that would follow”
(1 Peter 1:11).
Jesus died for you. He’s risen for you. You are in Him and
He in you by your Baptism and His Supper. You’ve heard
His Final Judgment, “I forgive you all your sins.” We know
all this by Scripture alone. And we trust it because “Christ
rose again the third day according to the Scriptures.” Sola
Scriptura? In the end, it’s really all about Jesus.
Rev. Aaron Fenker is the pastor of
Bethlehem and Immanuel Lutheran
churches in Bremen, Kansas. He is also
the Media Executive for Higher Things.
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